How young children cope with separation: toward a new conceptualization.
In this paper, it is argued that 'separation protest' and the protest-despair-detachment (PDD) pattern, having passed into folklore and become an almost undebated cornerstone in the literature on separation and attachment, continue to have a potent influence which needs to be reexamined, disputed and replaced. Three arguments are advanced: first, that the evidence for the PDD pattern was never substantial; second, that there is now and has for some time been ample evidence for alternative accounts of separation responses; third, that the PDD account, being premised on a model of the very young child as far less socially competent than recent research has indicated, stands in need of refinement.